TUNE IN WITH CHRISTINA

Singer Christina
Aguilera has
shared that she

material for the
upcoming live-
action film Mulan.
“The live-action
Mulanis coming,

Las Vegas earlier this week. 1ans

MANPRIYA SINGH

AST March, when the seven-mem-
ber Jaipur-based folk fusion band,
Swaraag, was scheduled to per-
form at Hyderabad University, the
organisers not just wondered but
even worried if they’d be able to
regale an audience comprising
restless youngsters.

“They looked at our guitar and

Not the ones to cash in on electronic
keyboard, Swaraaginstead brings
forth traditional Rajasthani music
amalgamated with instruments like
Zuitar, saxophone, khartal to create
mellifluous experience for the listeners

tabla and doubted if we could keep
the crowd entertained,” the
founder and team coach Pratap
Singh talks of one of the recent
live performance experience.
“One of our USPs is we do not do
electronic music at all. So, no elec-
tronic keyboard to fall back upon,”
he gets us started about the band
whose flavours are Sufi fusion,
Rajasthani folk fusion, instrumen-
tal fusion and Bollywood mashup.

As for the instruments that fea-
ture a rich blend of traditional,
contemporary and also uncom-
mon instruments namely, zuitar,
saxophone, khartal (morchant),
drums and guitar.

Having recently composed a cover
of Kailash Kher’s Tert Deewant and

has recorded new

out, by the way. You have to go see it,”
she told the crowd during her show in
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recently performed at Hisar in
Haryana, the band recounts an ardu-
ous journey of six years. “It was just
the two of us and four instruments
(zuitar, saxophone, acoustic guitar
and tabla) to begin with,” joins in Arif
Khan, who met Pratap in 2014 and a
few months later they found them-
selves playing at a corporate event.
“But you know it’s one of those
places where instrumental music is
not really appreciated,” which is
when and how slowly the lead vocalist
Asif Khan joined in, followed by Arif
Khan on the khartal (morchant), fol-
lowed by Sajid Khan, the drummer.
All of which is a far cry from music,
which he describes as, “In the rat
race for subscribers, a lot of the
music is dedicated to something you

can play while rolling down the car
windows, beyond the catchy hook-
lines no attention is paid to music in
any composition.”

FOR THE SAKE OF TRP
There is no debating the outreach or
popularity of music reality shows,
especially ever since they bagged the
runners-up trophy at Rising Star 3.
“It’s a great and democratic platform
for the young talent but at the same
time, they make you do things that
aren’t your forte but for the TRP” and
for instance he cites having to do with
the cover of one of Bollywood play-
back singers, Mika.

A lot many times it’s not just diffi-
cult but even challenging to keep a
band going. “Commercial viability is

one aspect of it, we also have to look at
ego problems and creative differ-
ences,”’ he says.

TALENT ALONE IS NOT ENOUGH
Anyone with some exposure to music
from the desert will know the names
Kutle Khan and Mame Khan that are
now riding high on social virality, but
according to Prataap, talent is just the
tip of the proverbial iceberg. “There is
immense talent because many of the
artistes belong to traditional music
lineage of Rajasthan, but many of
them don’t have the exposure to mar-
ket themselves, manage their social
media etc. whereas if you look at Pun-
jabi singers, they have a team of pro-
fessionals and get paid ridiculous
amounts per event. ”

(L-R) Arif Khan,
Sajid Khan,

Seif Ali Khan,
Tasruf Ali and

Win-some

French actress Anais
Demoustierwon the
Best Actress award for
Alice et le Maire (Alice
and the Mayor) during
the 45th edition of the
Cesar Film Awards
ceremony in
Paris arp
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* Woolen Kurties » Wedding Sarees * Suits « Dupatta « Sharara & Garara suits
# Lehnga Choli * Long Dresses = Dress Material » Cotion Frint » Shawls

RADHEY SHYAM FASHION MALL

(A UNIT OF RADHEY SHYAM SAREE CENTRE)
SCO 1112-1113, Sector 22-B, Chandigarh
Ph.: 9781324021, TB89113442

[ like what my
life Is now’

Actor Daniel Radcliffe continues to
take up projects that give him
chances to move away from Hogwarts.
He has now opened up on why he won'’t
be reprising his role as the young wizard,
Harry Potter, anytime soon.

Asked if he would return as Harry Potter
in the “Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find
Them” films, Radcliffe said, “I don’t think
so. I don’t like to say no to things, but it’s
not something that I'm rushing to do. I feel
like those films have moved on and they’re
doing just fine without us. I'm happy to
keep it that way.” —IANS
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A little modern. A little traditional.
A lot like you.

The Forevermark Traditional Setting Collection

Timeless classics made even more beautiful
with Forevermark diamonds. Less than | 5%
of the world's diamonds are eligible to become
Forevermark. We go beyond cut, colour, clarity
and carat to bring you diamonds that are

amongst the world's most beautiful.
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Each diamond in this earring has its own unique
inscription number and unique identification card.
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FOREVERMARK

A DIAMOND IS FOREVER

FOREVERMARK COM DEBEERS (GGROL P L1800 210 212

Forevermark Boutique, Ground Floor, SCO No |186-188, Near Ghazal Restaurant, Sector 17-C R 8872331111

Furgyfnn | AUTHORISED FOREVERMARK JEWELLER
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